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for different types of offenses are few. Efforts to separate age, c effects, maturational processes, and developmental factors structural variables have been limited.
Drawing on both strain and control theories, Greenberg (1( that the high rate of juvenile crime results from several struct! peculiar to juveniles, rather than age per se. These factors inc sion from the world of work, which limits income desired for p; in peer group activities; exaggerated peer influence; lack of particularly in school; low social status; anxiety over achiever traditional male role; and institutionalized leniency based on t the reduced responsibility of youth. Ellis (1978), on the othei plains the sharp increase in crime rates among adolescent male terms of increases in the production of androgens.
The implications of both explanations of youth crime for a ci tion strategy are more similar than one might initially suppose, argues that delinquency reduction should focus principally < prevention, through alteration of the educational and occupat! tures, and deterrence, via more severe sanctions, particularl under age 16. Ellis's findings regarding naturally occurring changes in adolescent males also suggest social reactions, educational and work programs designed to provide young me ventionally acceptable ways to fulfill the male role.
Another difference between adolescent and adult crime is ti most juvenile delinquency occurs in groups (see Erickson 1977). This fact has been largely ignored, and yet the grou delinquency has important implications for the timing and n intervention strategy geared to youths (as well as for the way counted) (Reiss 1980, Zimring 1979). It suggests the need to between the peer-oriented youthful offender, including but no the gang member, and the more individualistic or isolated deli to design different intervention strategies for each. The Silver! ment (Empey and Lubeck 1971) found that peer-group-odent cally delinquent boys were more responsive to treatment ui group interaction techniques (which made the group the mechanism of change) than were delinquents who were loners < group-oriented.
RESEARCH IMPLICATIONS OF TIMING ISSUES
The matter of age permeates the juvenile justice system and i with the criminal justice system. The juvenile court was creai desire to mitigate the harsh treatment of youthful offenders alia et al. (1978) on career criminals found that according to the retrospective self-reports of their nonrandom sample of 49 chronic felons, criminal activity dropped off sharply with age, from more than three serious offenses per month of freedom as juveniles to one serious crime every other month while free as adults.
